Home Renovations
Renovations
Home
Spotlight
OnStylish
Stylish
Home
Improvements
AASpotlight
On
Improvements
Home
Addition
CaseHome
Study
- Kensington

Issue One
Three

Cramped
NSW’ BestSemi
AwardA
Spacious
Dream
No Surprise
2012 HIA-CSR NSW
HOUSING AWARDS
WINNER

RENOVATIONS/ADDITIONS
$200,001 to $500,000

Doug and Stephanie B----’s century old
Clovelly semi has been transformed from a
“quirky”, cramped, two bedroom bargain to
a spacious, tasteful and innovative “dream
Cape Cod have put an end to the first floor “hot box” with a
house” still perfectly in keeping with the area.
standard package that tests have shown capable of creating a 6
Star Rating and reducing heating and cooling loads by up to 24%.
The pair were so enamoured of the transformation
that on completion they invited every tradesman and
In this issue we speak with Cape Cod Managing
Director,
Robert
her confidence.
Berman K--- was always quietly
sub-contractor involved for Friday night drinks so they
Moerman about his quest to develop ways to build better while
Rather,
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andenjoy the fruits of their respective labours.
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that
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Kensington
could
adding value for his clients.
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renovation could be a finalist in
the 2012 NSW Housing Awards.
When it won “Best Renovation or
Addition $200,001-$500,000” she
was delighted but not surprised.
Although she is an Associate Professor of
Mechanical and Manufacturing Engineering,
it wasn’t any technical expertise that fed
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everything
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well.”
live
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could
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project
very
much
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of the who
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At firstwas
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hours of family meetings to work on design
suggested sacrificing the original front
concepts well before a builder was even
rooms and hall to create a living area and
sought.
jamming three more bedrooms upstairs at
“Everyplans
single
the expensive
family had
the front,
thatmember
were notofonly
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with
the
street appeal.
company’s designer who went to some
“Basically we didn’t warm to his ideas and
lengths to ascertain what we wanted and
it was going to cost a fortune,” Susan said.
our expectations.
Fortuitously, two houses in their street
Cape Cod was one of five builders
were being renovated by Cape Cod. It only
approached by the K--- family when they
took a conversation with the happy owners
decided to extend their home of 20 years
for Susan and Ian to start a process that
with a second floor addition. All were well
would
transform their cottage into a roomy,
known, high profile builders.
light filled four bedroom retreat.
From day one the company presented
According
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design
well,
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that
they
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to
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Despite her confidence, Berman took one
the freed space for storage, and adding a
additional step before committing, She went
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well
together.”
their opinions of the company.
Although the build was extensive and the
design comprehensive, for Susan the selfcontained area upstairs is a special retreat
as it comprises “a nice big bedroom with
separate spacious study and a bathroom.”
The two original rooms Cape Cod
recommended retaining at the front of the
house now serve as as a study and a guest
bedroom.
The use of skylights transformed the
interior both downstairs and in the original
master bedroom upstairs at the rear of the
house.
Importantly, the new upstairs addition
is set back so as not to detract from the
home’s street appeal and the effect has more
than won approval from the neighbours.

praise from perfect strangers.

“I took a year off for the project and was
on site every day and we had at least 10
people walk up and knock at the door to get
the name of the builder and the sandstone
supplier,” Berman enthused.
“We continue to get comments from
neighbours and bypassers.
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“All were very positive,” she said.
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The entire project took seven months and
to Berman’s delight was finished on time and
on budget despite long periods of inclement
weather. Effective project management
meant that the family was able to stay in the
home throughout.
“They organised it extremely well. They
started with the parts that wouldn’t bother
us a lot.
“Sure there are inconveniences. It is a
building site after all. But you have to be
realistic.
“The project was made easier, though, by
the fact that all of the trades people were
extremely nice and very appreciative of
our privacy and the Project Manager was
not only there every day, but responded
immediately to any of our concerns no
matter what the time of the day or night.”
Since the completion of the project,
Berman has recommended Cape Cod to
numerous people and at least two have
already signed contracts with the company.
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