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When Susan and Ian B---- decided 
to retire into their Queens Park 
investment property, the century old 
Victorian worker’s cottage needed 
far more than a lick of paint.

The original front section of two bedrooms 
and a hall had been added to years before 
with a rear single story extension comprising 
a bedroom and bathroom upstairs and a 
bathroom, living area and combined kitchen 
and dining room downstairs.

Not only was the home way too small for 
the couple, but it was cramped and dark.

Susan and Ian had owned the old cottage 
since the late eighties but determined to 
live in it when Ian retired in order that they 
could be closer to their family.

At first they went to an architect who 
suggested sacrificing the original front 
rooms and hall to create a living area and 
jamming three more bedrooms upstairs at 
the front, plans that were not only expensive 
but did not sit well with the couple wishing 
to retain the home’s Victorian heritage and 
street appeal.

“Basically we didn’t warm to his ideas and 
it was going to cost a fortune,” Susan said.

Fortuitously, two houses in their street 
were being renovated by Cape Cod. It only 
took a conversation with the happy owners 
for Susan and Ian to start a process that 
would transform their cottage into a roomy, 
light filled four bedroom retreat.

According to Susan, Cape Cod’s design 
approach was not merely sympathetic to 
the building, but innovative.

Cape Cod proposed such things as the 
incorporation of a powder room, utilisation 
of ceiling space for a massive storage area, 
relocating the laundry into an inconspicuous 
cupboard off a bathroom in order to use 
the freed space for storage, and adding a 
bookshelf on a landing.

“The designer’s ideas and our own worked 
well together.”

Although the build was extensive and the 
design comprehensive, for Susan the self-
contained area upstairs is a special retreat 
as it comprises “a nice big bedroom with 
separate spacious study and a bathroom.”

The two original rooms Cape Cod 
recommended retaining at the front of the 
house now serve as as a study and a guest 
bedroom.

The use of skylights transformed the 
interior both downstairs and in the original 
master bedroom upstairs at the rear of the 
house. 

Importantly, the new upstairs addition 
is set back so as not to detract from the 
home’s street appeal and the effect has more 
than won approval from the neighbours.

New Life For A 
Centenarian

“When Cape Cod did the Development 
Application, council was emphatic that the 
addition had to be contemporary and not 
look like a Victorian copy. 

“By setting it back as far as possible Cape 
Cod has achieved a very good result that 
complies with Council’s requirements but is 
not overwhelmingly obvious.”

The B----s  remained in the home 
throughout the building and Susan still 
can’t believe that whenever she pointed 
out the slightest thing it was attended to 
immediately. 

She is particularly enamoured of the 
bookshelf that features on one of the 
landings and of an unbelievable amount of 
storage space that has been created on the 
roof area, space enough even for bikes and 
cases yet to be unpacked following their 
reclocation from the country.

Susan said that she and Ian have been 
more than happy with the build quality and 
the follow-up subsequent to the project has 
been nothing short of excellent.

She said she is still basking in the praise of 
friends and neighbours alike.  
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Issue Three

Cramped Semi A 
Spacious Dream

 

Doug and Stephanie B----’s century old 
Clovelly semi has been transformed from a 
“quirky”, cramped, two bedroom bargain to 
a spacious, tasteful and innovative “dream 
house” still perfectly in keeping with the area.

The pair were so enamoured of the transformation 
that on completion they invited every tradesman and 
sub-contractor involved for Friday night drinks so they 
could enjoy the fruits of their respective labours. 

Home Renovations
A Spotlight On Stylish Home Improvements

24% ENERGY SAVINGS A REALITY
Cape Cod have put an end to the first floor “hot box” with a 
standard package that tests have shown capable of creating a 6 
Star Rating and reducing heating and cooling loads by up to 24%.
In this issue we speak with Cape Cod Managing Director, Robert  
Moerman about his quest to develop ways to build better while 
adding value for his clients.                                              Full story P4. 

Issue Two

From Run Down 
To Dream Home

 

When Katrina B------ left her 
inner city apartment to move into 
her future husband’s unrenovated  
1916 federation bungalow they had 
both already discussed that there 
was more than just a relationship in 
development. So, at the same time 
as they were planning their wedding, 
they also began planning their dream 
home.

Today they have achieved just that.

Originally just four rooms – two 
bedrooms, a living room and kitchen – the 
Gladesville home had had a rear skillion 
addition in the 40s then no additional work 
until her husband upgraded wiring, plumbing 
and the garden when he bought it 7 years 
before.

“It was beyond a facelift and needed major 
reconstructive surgery,” according to Katrina.

Home Renovations
A Spotlight On Stylish Home Improvements

Katrina, a market researcher and her 
husband Giles, chose Cape Cod after 
extensive research on the basis of the firm’s 
record of wins in the HIA Awards and their 
longevity

“They had proven themselves in terms of 
design and consistency by winning awards 
almost every year for 10 years or more,” 
Katrina said.
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Reconstructive 
Surgery Success 

“When we contacted them we both 
instantly had a rapport with the designer 
who understood what we wanted.”

Katrina and her husband prepared a  
written brief dictating that the extension 
involving both the rear and a first floor 
addition had to be sympathetic to the period. 
The first floor had to blend and “not look 
like it had been helicoptered on” and light 
had to be added to the centre of the home.

Despite the narrow 12m wide block, 
Katrina and Giles were also looking for 
space and privacy inside.

She said that throughout the build Cape 
Cod showed enormous flexibility, evidenced 
by their preparedness to accommodate her 
desire for skylights after the frame had been 
erected and the transformation of an area 
under the stairs to a massive walk-in pantry.

“They took our ideas and ran with them 
and introduced some great solutions such 
as two big windows  at the top of the stairs 
to flood the living area with light and a nook 
in what would have been a blank wall along 
the stairs that turned it from functional to 
aesthetic.

“I really appreciated that they had the 
flexibility in their approach to be continually 
open to making improvements, especially as 
after we had finalised the design, we found 
out I was pregnant and our needs changed 
again!”

She said innovation abounds throughout, 
from the upstairs balcony recessed into 

the roof for privacy to the way the roof 
extension has been configured to shade the 
west facing rear of the home.

Ultimately Cape Cod built two bedrooms, 
three bathrooms, the living area, a back deck 
and an upstairs deck.

“During the frame-up, people we took 
through the site who knew about building 
remarked on the quality of the work. 
Recently an interior designer friend  praised 
the interior detail and real estate agent 
acquaintances have lauded the street appeal.

“But the quality wasn’t just in the 
workmanship it was in the relationships. 
For example, knowing my husband is a 
paramedic who works shifts and needs to 
sleep during the day,  they took extra care 
to incorporate additional sound deadening 
and ground floor ceiling insulation.

“Now we have a great space that’s full of 
light and life without being a McMansion. 
What they recommended was perfect for 
our needs with every room being used every 
day.”

Home Addition Case Study - Gladesville




